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young ticks are gray in color. Soon after hatching they crawl from their hiding places and in the night attach themselves to the skin of chickens. They are often seen in great numbers on the breast and under the wings where they attach themselves to suck blood. The ticks remain here for several days during which time they increase in size and turn dark red or blue. When full of blood, they loosen their hold on the skin, leave the birds, and hide in cracks or crevices. From then on the ticks pass through several alternate molting and feeding stages, increasing in size as they develop. All of their feeding is done at night. When full-grown, the female tick sometimes lays several hundred eggs.
How to rid a flock of ticks
The entire flock should be removed to another house or to temporary coops. If the infested house is not especially desirable, the best way to kill the ticks would be to burn it. After the flock is removed, it should be quarantined for at least ten days. This will allow time enough for all the young ticks which are already on the bodies of the chickens to become filled with blood and drop off. In the meantime the old hen house should be carefully cleaned and disinfected. Remove all movable furniture and litter. Tear out the old roosts and dropping boards. When everything has been scraped and cleaned, the entire inside of the house should be thoroughly soaked with carbolineum or crude petroleum. Do not replace dropping boards. Provide roosts suspended by wires from the ceiling of the house and stayed crosswise to prevent swaying. This will serve to prevent the ticks from finding cracks in which to hide.
The temporary quarters will now have to be cleaned and disinfected the same as the old house. It would be better to quarantine the flock in coops which could be burned afterward. All new additions to the flock should be examined carefully for young ticks attached to the skin